
The Worn Path by Eudora Welty: A
Comprehensive Study Guide
Eudora Welty's "The Worn Path" is a powerful and moving story about an
elderly African American woman's journey to get medicine for her sick
grandson. First published in 1941, the story has become a classic of
American literature and is widely studied in schools and universities.
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This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the story, including
its characters, setting, plot, themes, and literary devices. It is designed to
help students understand and appreciate the story's many layers of
meaning.

Characters

Phoenix Jackson: The protagonist of the story, Phoenix is an elderly
African American woman who lives in the rural South. She is
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determined to get medicine for her sick grandson, even though the
journey is long and difficult.

Natchez Trace: The setting of the story, the Natchez Trace is a historic
trail that runs through Mississippi. It is a dangerous place, but Phoenix
is determined to travel it in order to get to the doctor.

The Doctor: A white doctor who lives in the town of Natchez. He is the
only one who can give Phoenix the medicine she needs for her
grandson.

Setting

The story is set in the rural South in the early 20th century. The setting is
important because it helps to create the atmosphere of the story. The
Natchez Trace is a dangerous place, and Phoenix's journey is a perilous
one. The doctor's office is a place of hope, but it is also a place of
uncertainty.

Plot

The story begins with Phoenix setting out on her journey to get medicine for
her sick grandson. She travels through the woods, across a creek, and up
a hill. Along the way, she encounters a number of obstacles, including a
snake, a dog, and a group of children. However, she perseveres and
eventually reaches the doctor's office.

The doctor gives Phoenix the medicine she needs, and she returns home
to her grandson. The story ends with Phoenix reflecting on her journey and
the importance of perseverance.

Themes



The story explores a number of themes, including:

Perseverance: Phoenix is a determined woman who never gives up,
even when faced with difficult challenges.

Love: Phoenix's love for her grandson motivates her to make the
dangerous journey to get medicine for him.

Race: The story explores the racism that African Americans faced in
the early 20th century.

Nature: The setting of the story is important, and it reflects the
challenges that Phoenix faces on her journey.

Literary Devices

Welty uses a number of literary devices in the story, including:

Imagery: Welty uses vivid imagery to create a strong sense of place
and atmosphere.

Symbolism: The Natchez Trace is a symbol of the challenges that
Phoenix faces on her journey.

Foreshadowing: Welty uses foreshadowing to hint at the challenges
that Phoenix will face on her journey.

Irony: The story is full of irony, such as the fact that Phoenix is able to
get medicine for her grandson, but she is too weak to take it herself.

"The Worn Path" is a powerful and moving story that explores important
themes such as perseverance, love, race, and nature. Welty's use of
literary devices creates a strong sense of place and atmosphere, and her
characters are unforgettable. This study guide provides a comprehensive



overview of the story, and it is designed to help students understand and
appreciate its many layers of meaning.
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More Zeal Than Discretion: A Closer Look at the
Risks and Benefits of Overenthusiasm
Enthusiasm is often seen as a positive trait. It can motivate us to achieve
great things and make life more enjoyable. However, there is such a
thing as too much...
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