
The Ultimate Study Guide for Oscar Wilde's
"The Critic as Artist"
Oscar Wilde's "The Critic as Artist" is an incisive and provocative essay that
explores the nature of criticism and the role of the artist in society. Written
in 1890, it remains a touchstone for understanding Wilde's aesthetic
philosophy and his witty, epigrammatic style.
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This comprehensive study guide provides a detailed analysis of "The Critic
as Artist," unpacking its central themes, characters, symbolism, and literary
devices. By delving into these elements, you will deepen your
understanding of Wilde's seminal work and appreciate its enduring
relevance.

Themes

The Subjectivity of Criticism: Wilde argues that criticism is inherently
subjective and influenced by the critic's personal biases and
experiences. He asserts that "there is no such thing as a perfect critic."
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The Autonomy of Art: Wilde maintains that art should be free from
moral or didactic purposes. He believes that art's primary goal is to
provide aesthetic pleasure and arouse emotions.

The Importance of Originality: Wilde extols the virtue of originality in
art. He contends that true artists create works that are unique,
personal, and expressive.

The Role of the Critic: Wilde believes that the critic's role is not to
judge or impose their own values on art but to appreciate and interpret
it. He posits that the critic should be a "mirror" that reflects the beauty
and complexity of artistic creations.

Characters

The Critic (Gilbert): Gilbert is a sophisticated and witty critic who presents
Wilde's views on art and criticism. He is a passionate advocate for the
autonomy of art and the importance of originality.

The Artist (Ernest): Ernest is a young and idealistic artist who represents
the embodiment of Wilde's aesthetic philosophy. He is driven by a desire to
create works that are beautiful and emotionally evocative.

Symbolism

The Peacock: The peacock is a recurring symbol in the essay that
represents the beauty and extravagance of art. Wilde uses it to convey
the idea that art is not always practical or rational but rather a realm of
imagination and wonder.

The Critic as Mirror: Wilde compares the critic to a mirror, suggesting
that their role is to reflect the complexities and emotions of art. The



mirror symbolizes the critic's ability to provide insight and interpretation
without distorting or imposing their own views.

Literary Devices

Epigrams: Wilde's essay is renowned for its witty and memorable
epigrams. These pithy statements encapsulate his aesthetic
philosophy and offer insightful observations on art and criticism.

Paradox: Wilde uses paradox to challenge conventional notions and
provoke thought. For instance, he asserts that "the highest art rejects
all imitation and expresses itself in imaginative terms."

Irony: Wilde employs irony to undercut and expose the pretensions of
art critics. He argues that critics often lack true understanding and
appreciation of the works they judge.

Metaphor: Metaphor is a central literary device in "The Critic as Artist."
Wilde compares art to a peacock, a mirror, and a flower to convey its
beauty, complexity, and evocative power.

Oscar Wilde's "The Critic as Artist" is a profound and thought-provoking
essay that offers invaluable insights into the nature of criticism and the role
of art in society. By understanding its themes, characters, symbolism, and
literary devices, you can unlock the richness and complexity of Wilde's
work.

This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of "The Critic as
Artist," enabling you to engage with its ideas, appreciate its literary
brilliance, and develop a deeper understanding of Wilde's aesthetic
philosophy.



Additional Resources

The Critic as Artist by Oscar Wilde

LitCharts: The Critic as Artist

Shmoop: The Critic as Artist
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The Knitting Bible by Mandy Concepcion: A
Comprehensive Review and Guide
: Welcome to the world of The Knitting Bible, the ultimate reference guide
for knitters of all skill levels. Authored by renowned knitwear...
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More Zeal Than Discretion: A Closer Look at the
Risks and Benefits of Overenthusiasm
Enthusiasm is often seen as a positive trait. It can motivate us to achieve
great things and make life more enjoyable. However, there is such a
thing as too much...
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