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For railfans across the country, the Grand Trunk Western Railroad (GTW)
evokes a sense of nostalgia and awe. This historic railway, which once
crisscrossed the Midwest, played a vital role in the region's development
and left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire enthusiasts to this day.

Origins and Expansion

The roots of the GTW can be traced back to 1859, when the Detroit, Grand
Haven and Milwaukee Railway was chartered in Michigan. Over the next
several decades, the company expanded rapidly, acquiring smaller
railroads and extending its reach into Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin. In
1929, it merged with the Chicago and Alton Railroad to form the Grand
Trunk Western Railroad.

The GTW's Iconic Locomotives

Throughout its history, the GTW was known for its distinctive and powerful
locomotives. One of the most famous was the U-4-b, a massive steam
locomotive that pulled heavy freight trains across the Midwest. The U-4-b
was a workhorse of the GTW, and its thunderous roar could be heard for
miles around.
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In the diesel era, the GTW adopted a variety of locomotives, including EMD
GP38s and GP40s. These sleek and powerful engines hauled both freight
and passenger trains across the GTW's vast network.

Legendary Routes and Famous Trains

The GTW operated a number of legendary routes, including the "Blue
Water Route" between Detroit and Chicago. This scenic route ran along the
shores of Lake Michigan and offered passengers a breathtaking view of the
water. The GTW's "Night Express" passenger train was also famous,
providing a comfortable and convenient way to travel between Chicago and
Detroit.
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The Merger with Canadian National

In 1962, the GTW merged with Canadian National Railway (CN). This
merger created one of the largest and most important railroads in North
America. CN continued to operate the GTW as a subsidiary, and many of
the GTW's locomotives and routes were integrated into CN's network.

The Legacy of the GTW

Although the GTW no longer exists as an independent company, its legacy
continues to inspire railfans and railroad enthusiasts. The GTW's iconic
locomotives and legendary routes have become synonymous with the
golden age of railroading. Today, remnants of the GTW's past can still be
found along the tracks of CN and other railroads.
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For railfans, the Grand Trunk Western Railroad represents a time when
railroads were not only a vital part of the nation's transportation system but
also a source of pride and wonder. The GTW's captivating story, from its
humble beginnings to its eventual merger with Canadian National, will
continue to fascinate and inspire railfans for generations to come.
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