
The In-Depth Study Guide for Michael Hardt
and Antonio Negri's "Empire"

Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri's "Empire" is a seminal work of political
philosophy that has had a profound impact on the study of global capitalism
and the nature of power in the 21st century. Published in 2000, the book
argues that the traditional concept of sovereignty has been replaced by a
new form of global power that they call "Empire." Empire is not a single
state or government, but rather a decentralized and deterritorialized
network of power that operates through a variety of institutions, including
corporations, international organizations, and non-governmental
organizations.

Hardt and Negri argue that Empire is a new form of domination that is more
insidious and far-reaching than previous forms of imperialism. Unlike
traditional empires, which were based on the direct control of territory,
Empire operates through indirect means, such as economic coercion,
cultural hegemony, and military intervention. This allows Empire to extend
its reach into every corner of the globe, even into the most remote and
marginalized communities.
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Empire is also a more flexible and adaptable form of power than previous
forms of imperialism. It is not tied to any particular territory or culture, and it
can easily adapt to changing circumstances. This makes Empire very
difficult to resist or overthrow.

Hardt and Negri's analysis of Empire has been highly influential in the fields
of political science, sociology, and cultural studies. It has also been used to
inform and inspire political movements around the world. "Empire" is a
challenging and thought-provoking work that is essential reading for
anyone who wants to understand the nature of power in the 21st century.

Chapter Summaries

Chapter 1: The Global Network

In the first chapter of "Empire," Hardt and Negri argue that the traditional
concept of sovereignty has been replaced by a new form of global power
that they call "Empire." Empire is not a single state or government, but
rather a decentralized and deterritorialized network of power that operates
through a variety of institutions, including corporations, international
organizations, and non-governmental organizations.

Hardt and Negri argue that the rise of Empire is due to the increasing
globalization of capitalism. As capitalism has become more globalized, it
has become increasingly difficult for states to regulate and control the
economy. This has led to a decline in the power of states and a
corresponding increase in the power of global institutions.
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Chapter 2: Biopolitics

In the second chapter of "Empire," Hardt and Negri discuss the concept of
biopolitics. Biopolitics is the regulation of life by political power. It includes a
wide range of practices, such as the regulation of birth rates, the control of
disease, and the management of populations. Hardt and Negri argue that
biopolitics is a key feature of Empire because it allows Empire to control
and manage the lives of its subjects in a more comprehensive way than
previous forms of power.

Hardt and Negri also argue that biopolitics is a form of domination that is
more insidious than previous forms of imperialism. Unlike traditional
imperialism, which was based on the direct control of territory, biopolitics
operates through indirect means, such as economic coercion, cultural
hegemony, and military intervention. This allows Empire to extend its reach
into every corner of the globe, even into the most remote and marginalized
communities.

Chapter 3: Sovereignty

In the third chapter of "Empire," Hardt and Negri discuss the concept of
sovereignty. Sovereignty is the supreme authority within a territory.
Traditionally, sovereignty has been associated with the state. However,
Hardt and Negri argue that sovereignty has been eroded in the age of
Empire. This is due to the increasing globalization of capitalism and the rise
of transnational institutions.

Hardt and Negri argue that the decline of sovereignty has led to a new form
of power that they call "hegemony." Hegemony is the ability to set the terms
of debate and to define what is considered "normal" or "acceptable."
Hegemony is a more subtle and insidious form of power than sovereignty



because it does not rely on force or coercion. Instead, it operates through
consent and persuasion.

Chapter 4: The Multitude

In the fourth chapter of "Empire," Hardt and Negri discuss the concept of
the multitude. The multitude is a new political subject that has emerged in
the age of Empire. The multitude is made up of all those who are excluded
from traditional forms of political representation, such as the poor, the
working class, and the marginalized. Hardt and Negri argue that the
multitude is a powerful force for change because it represents the majority
of the world's population.

Hardt and Negri also argue that the multitude is a new form of political
organization. The multitude is not based on traditional forms of hierarchy
and representation. Instead, it is based on networks of solidarity and
cooperation. The multitude is a more flexible and adaptable form of political
organization than traditional forms of political parties and organizations.

Chapter 5: Capitalism and Revolution

In the fifth chapter of "Empire," Hardt and Negri discuss the relationship
between capitalism and revolution. Hardt and Negri argue that capitalism is
a revolutionary force that is constantly changing and evolving. Capitalism
has created new forms of production, new forms of organization, and new
forms of subjectivity. However, Hardt and Negri also argue that capitalism is
a system of domination and exploitation.

Hardt and Negri argue that the only way to overcome capitalism is through
revolution. Revolution is not a violent overthrow of the state. Instead, it is a



process of social transformation that creates new forms of production, new
forms of organization, and new forms of subjectivity. Revolution is a
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