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The Maricopa County Sheriff's Office (MCSO) has a long and troubled
history of improperly clearing unsolved crimes.

In 2019, an independent investigation found that the MCSO had a pattern
of using false confessions to close cases. The investigation also found that
the MCSO had a practice of withholding evidence from defense attorneys
and intimidating witnesses.

These findings are just the latest in a long line of complaints against the
MCSO. In recent years, the office has been accused of mishandling the
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deaths of several inmates, using excessive force against protesters, and
engaging in racial profiling.

The MCSO's pattern of misconduct has led to a number of wrongful
convictions. In 2014, a man named Anthony Garcia was sentenced to
death for the murder of a convenience store clerk. Garcia's conviction was
based on a false confession that he later recanted. In 2019, Garcia's
conviction was overturned and he was released from prison.

Garcia's case is just one example of the MCSO's mishandling of unsolved
crimes. The office's long history of misconduct has eroded public trust and
made it difficult for victims of crime to get justice.

The Use of False Confessions

The MCSO has a long history of using false confessions to close cases. In
many cases, the confessions are obtained through coercion or intimidation.
In other cases, the confessions are simply fabricated by law enforcement
officers.

The use of false confessions is a serious problem because it can lead to
wrongful convictions. In fact, studies have shown that false confessions are
a major contributing factor to wrongful convictions.

The MCSO has been criticized by a number of experts for its use of false
confessions. In 2019, the Arizona Supreme Court ruled that the MCSO had
used false confessions to obtain convictions in at least two cases.

The Withholding of Evidence



The MCSO has also been accused of withholding evidence from defense
attorneys. In many cases, the withheld evidence is exculpatory, meaning
that it could prove that the defendant is innocent.

The withholding of evidence is a serious violation of the defendant's due
process rights. It can also lead to wrongful convictions.

The MCSO has been criticized by a number of courts for its practice of
withholding evidence. In 2018, the Arizona Court of Appeals ruled that the
MCSO had withheld evidence in a murder case. The court overturned the
defendant's conviction and ordered a new trial.

The Intimidation of Witnesses

The MCSO has also been accused of intimidating witnesses. In many
cases, the intimidation is intended to prevent the witnesses from testifying
against the police.

The intimidation of witnesses is a serious crime. It can also lead to wrongful
convictions.

The MCSO has been criticized by a number of courts for its practice of
intimidating witnesses. In 2017, the Arizona Supreme Court ruled that the
MCSO had intimidated witnesses in a murder case. The court overturned
the defendant's conviction and ordered a new trial.

A Long History of Misconduct

The MCSO's pattern of misconduct is not new. In fact, the office has been
accused of misconduct for decades.



In 1996, the MCSO was accused of using excessive force against
protesters. The incident led to a federal investigation and a number of
lawsuits against the office.

In 2004, the MCSO was accused of racial profiling. The incident led to a
consent decree between the MCSO and the U.S. Department of Justice.
The decree required the MCSO to make a number of changes to its
policies and procedures.

In 2015, the MCSO was accused of mishandling the deaths of several
inmates. The incident led to a number of investigations and a number of
lawsuits against the office.

Eroded Public Trust

The MCSO's long history of misconduct has eroded public trust. In fact, a
recent poll found that only 37% of Maricopa County residents have
confidence in the MCSO.

The MCSO's lack of public trust makes it difficult for the office to do its job
effectively. It also makes it difficult for victims of crime to get justice.

The Maricopa County Sheriff's Office has a long and troubled history of
improperly clearing unsolved crimes. The office's pattern of misconduct has
led to a number of wrongful convictions and eroded public trust. It is time
for the MCSO to change its ways and start prioritizing the rights of victims.
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