
Study Guide for United States Supreme Court:
Tinker v. Des Moines
Tinker v. Des Moines is a landmark Supreme Court case that established
the First Amendment rights of students in public schools. The case arose
from a 1965 incident in Des Moines, Iowa, where several students wore
black armbands to school to protest the Vietnam War. The school
administration suspended the students, arguing that the armbands
disrupted the educational process. The students sued, and the case
eventually made its way to the Supreme Court.

Historical Context

In the 1960s, the United States was deeply embroiled in the Vietnam War.
The war was highly controversial, and many Americans, including students,
opposed it. Students across the country began to wear black armbands as
a symbol of their protest. The school administration in Des Moines, Iowa,
viewed the armbands as a disruption to the educational process and
suspended the students who wore them.
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Legal Significance

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the students in Tinker v. Des Moines.
The Court held that the students' First Amendment rights to freedom of
speech and expression were violated by the school administration. The
Court recognized that students have the right to express their opinions,
even if those opinions are unpopular or controversial. However, the Court
also held that schools have the right to regulate student speech that is
disruptive to the educational process.

Impact of Tinker v. Des Moines

The Tinker v. Des Moines decision has had a significant impact on the law
governing student speech in public schools. The decision has been cited in
numerous cases and has helped to establish the First Amendment rights of
students. The decision has also been used to protect students from
censorship and from being punished for expressing their opinions.

Case Brief

Case Name: Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District
Citation: 393 U.S. 503 (1969) Facts: Several students in Des Moines,
Iowa, wore black armbands to school to protest the Vietnam War. The
school administration suspended the students, arguing that the armbands
disrupted the educational process. Issue: Whether the school
administration's suspension of the students violated their First Amendment
rights. Holding: The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the students, holding
that their First Amendment rights to freedom of speech and expression
were violated by the school administration. Reasoning: The Court
recognized that students have the right to express their opinions, even if
those opinions are unpopular or controversial. However, the Court also held



that schools have the right to regulate student speech that is disruptive to
the educational process.

Discussion Questions

1. What are the First Amendment rights of students in public schools?

2. How does Tinker v. Des Moines balance the First Amendment rights of
students with the authority of schools to regulate student speech?

3. What are the limits on the school's authority to regulate student
speech?

4. How has Tinker v. Des Moines been used to protect students from
censorship and punishment for expressing their opinions?

Tinker v. Des Moines is a landmark Supreme Court case that established
the First Amendment rights of students in public schools. The decision has
had a significant impact on the law governing student speech and has
helped to protect students from censorship and punishment for expressing
their opinions.
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The Knitting Bible by Mandy Concepcion: A
Comprehensive Review and Guide
: Welcome to the world of The Knitting Bible, the ultimate reference guide
for knitters of all skill levels. Authored by renowned knitwear...

More Zeal Than Discretion: A Closer Look at the
Risks and Benefits of Overenthusiasm
Enthusiasm is often seen as a positive trait. It can motivate us to achieve
great things and make life more enjoyable. However, there is such a
thing as too much...
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