Study Guide for Sappho's Hymn to Aphrodite

Sappho's Hymn to Aphrodite is one of the most famous and beloved poems
in the Greek language. It is a passionate and moving invocation to the
goddess Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty. The poem is written in
a simple and direct style, but it is full of rich imagery and symbolism.
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This study guide will help you understand the poem's meaning, structure,
and context. We will begin by providing a brief overview of the poem. Then,
we will discuss the poem's structure and language. Finally, we will explore
the poem's meaning and symbolism.

Overview

Sappho's Hymn to Aphrodite is a lyric poem that is addressed to the
goddess Aphrodite. The poem consists of six stanzas, each of which is four
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lines long. The poem is written in a simple and direct style, but it is full of
rich imagery and symbolism.

The poem begins with the speaker invoking Aphrodite. The speaker asks
the goddess to come to her aid and to help her win the love of a man
named Phaon. The speaker then describes the symptoms of her love for
Phaon. She says that she is unable to eat or sleep, and that she is
constantly thinking about him.

In the third stanza, the speaker describes the beauty of Aphrodite. She
says that the goddess is more beautiful than all other women. The speaker
then asks the goddess to help her win the love of Phaon.

In the fourth stanza, the speaker describes the power of Aphrodite. She
says that the goddess can make people fall in love with each other. The
speaker then asks the goddess to help her win the love of Phaon.

In the fifth stanza, the speaker describes the blessings that Aphrodite can
bestow upon her. She says that the goddess can give her happiness,
wealth, and love. The speaker then asks the goddess to help her win the
love of Phaon.

In the sixth and final stanza, the speaker thanks Aphrodite for her help. She
says that the goddess has answered her prayers and that she is now

happy.

Structure

Sappho's Hymn to Aphrodite is a lyric poem that is written in a simple and
direct style. The poem consists of six stanzas, each of which is four lines



long. The poem is written in a trochaic meter, which is a meter that is
characterized by the alternation of long and short syllables.

The poem's structure is carefully crafted to create a sense of movement
and energy. The poem begins with a slow and deliberate pace, but it
gradually becomes more and more passionate and intense. The poem's
climax comes in the fifth stanza, when the speaker asks Aphrodite to help
her win the love of Phaon. The poem then ends with a slow and peaceful
resolution, as the speaker thanks Aphrodite for her help.

Language

Sappho's Hymn to Aphrodite is written in a simple and direct style, but it is
full of rich imagery and symbolism. The poem's language is both sensual
and spiritual, and it reflects the speaker's deep and passionate love for
Aphrodite.

The poem's imagery is drawn from the natural world. The speaker
describes Aphrodite as being more beautiful than all other women, and she
compares her to the morning star and the moon. The speaker also uses
imagery of flowers and birds to create a sense of beauty and joy.

The poem's symbolism is also rich and complex. Aphrodite is a symbol of
love, beauty, and fertility. The speaker's love for Phaon is a symbol of the
human desire for love and connection. The poem's ending is a symbol of
the speaker's hope for happiness and fulfillment.

Meaning

Sappho's Hymn to Aphrodite is a complex and multifaceted poem. It is a
love poem, a prayer, and a meditation on the nature of love and beauty.



The poem's meaning is open to interpretation, but there are several key
themes that emerge from the text.

One of the poem's most important themes is the power of love. The
speaker's love for Phaon is so strong that it consumes her entire being.
She is unable to eat or sleep, and she is constantly thinking about him. The
speaker's love for Phaon is a powerful force that drives her to seek the
goddess Aphrodite's help.

Another important theme in the poem is the beauty of Aphrodite. The
speaker describes Aphrodite as being more beautiful than all other women.
She compares her to the morning star and the moon. The speaker's
description of Aphrodite's beauty is a reflection of her own deep and
passionate love for the goddess.

The poem's ending is also significant. The speaker thanks Aphrodite for her
help, and she expresses her hope for happiness and fulfillment. The
poem's ending is a symbol of the speaker's faith in Aphrodite's power to
bring about love and happiness.

Sappho's Hymn to Aphrodite is a beautiful and moving poem that
celebrates the power of love and beauty. The poem's simple and direct
style, rich imagery, and complex symbolism make it a timeless classic. The
poem has been translated into many languages, and it continues to be
studied and enjoyed by people all over the world.
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