
Study Guide For Phil Klay's "Redeployment":
A Comprehensive Guide to Literary Analysis
and Essay Writing
Phil Klay's "Redeployment" is a profound and unsettling collection of short
stories that explores the psychological and moral complexities of modern
warfare. Published in 2014, the book has garnered critical acclaim and
numerous awards, including the National Book Award for Fiction and the
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction. This study guide aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of "Redeployment," assisting students and
readers alike in their literary analysis and essay writing endeavors.
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Overview and Themes

"Redeployment" consists of 10 interconnected stories, each offering a
distinct perspective on the experiences of American soldiers during and
after their deployment in the Iraq War. Klay's writing delves into the
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psychological toll of war, the struggles of reintegrating into civilian life, and
the lasting consequences of violence and trauma. Through the experiences
of his characters, "Redeployment" explores themes of alienation, guilt,
redemption, and the search for meaning in a world marked by war.

Characterization

Klay's characters are nuanced and deeply human, representing a diverse
range of backgrounds and experiences. From the disillusioned Marine
sniper to the troubled chaplain, each character grapples with their own
unique challenges and inner conflicts. Students should pay close attention
to the development and motivations of the following key characters:

- Matt and Billy (The Yellow Birds): Two young Marines whose friendship is
tested by the horrors of war - Frank (Fratricide): A soldier haunted by a fatal
mistake - Chaplain Anderson (After Action Report): A chaplain struggling
with his faith and his ability to provide comfort - Sarah (Missoula): A young
woman whose life is intertwined with the lives of the soldiers

Structure and Plot

"Redeployment" is structured in a non-linear fashion, with each story
forming an independent yet interconnected chapter. The stories are
arranged not chronologically but thematically, echoing the fragmented and
disorienting nature of war. Students should examine the ways in which the
stories connect and build upon one another, creating a cohesive narrative
that reflects the broader impact of war.

Symbolism, Metaphor, and Irony

Klay's writing is rich in symbolism, metaphor, and irony, which enhances
the depth and complexity of his stories. Key symbols include the broken



bones of the sniper, the predatory nature of war, and the recurring image of
the hummingbird. Metaphors and similes, such as comparing war to a
"mosaic of violence," provide vivid and insightful commentary on the human
experience. Irony manifests itself in the juxtaposition of violence and
innocence, as well as in the characters' struggles to find meaning in a
chaotic and often meaningless world.

Literary Analysis and Essay Writing

To effectively analyze and write essays about "Redeployment," students
should consider the following:

- Analyze the thematic structure of the collection and how it contributes to
the overall impact of the work - Explore the development and motivations of
key characters, examining their psychological and moral journeys - Identify
and analyze significant symbols, metaphors, and instances of irony that
enhance the text's meaning - Discuss the ways in which the stories reflect
the complexities and consequences of modern warfare - Consider the
ethical and moral dilemmas faced by the characters and the implications for
society - Compare and contrast different stories to explore common themes
and motifs that emerge throughout the collection

Essay Structure and Writing Tips

When writing essays about "Redeployment," students should employ the
following strategies:

- Craft a clear and concise thesis statement that presents the central
argument or insight about the text - Organize the essay into logical body
paragraphs, each focusing on a specific aspect of analysis - Provide textual
evidence from the stories to support claims and interpretations - Use



precise language and avoid generalizations - Proofread carefully for errors
in grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Phil Klay's "Redeployment" is a powerful and thought-provoking work of
literature that offers a searing examination of war's profound impact on the
human soul. By understanding the themes, characters, structure, and
literary devices employed by Klay, students can deepen their appreciation
of this exceptional collection of stories and produce insightful and well-
crafted essays that explore the complexities and consequences of modern
warfare.
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