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By Ashis Sengupta

In the annals of history, the Russian people stand out for their indomitable
spirit and unwavering commitment to revolution. Their story is one of
struggle, sacrifice, and triumph, a testament to the power of human agency
to shape the course of history.

As a young Indian journalist, I had the privilege of witnessing firsthand the
transformative power of the Russian Revolution. In the early 1960s, I
traveled to the Soviet Union as part of a delegation of Indian journalists. It
was a time of great change and upheaval, as the country grappled with the
challenges of post-revolutionary reconstruction.
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During my time in the Soviet Union, I met with a wide range of people from
all walks of life. I spoke with workers, peasants, soldiers, artists, and
intellectuals. I listened to their stories, their hopes, and their fears. And I
came away with a deep admiration for the Russian people and their
revolutionary spirit.

The Russian people are a people of great resilience. They have endured
centuries of oppression and hardship, from the Mongol invasion to the
tyranny of the tsars. But through it all, they have never lost their spirit of
resistance. They have always fought for their freedom, and they have
always been willing to sacrifice for their ideals.

The Russian Revolution was a watershed moment in the history of the
Russian people. It was a time of great hope and optimism, as the people
rose up to overthrow the old order and build a new society based on justice
and equality. But it was also a time of great violence and upheaval, as the
revolution was betrayed by its own leaders and the country was plunged
into civil war.

Despite the setbacks and disappointments, the Russian people never gave
up on their dream of a better future. They continued to fight for their
freedom, and they eventually achieved it. The Soviet Union was a flawed
experiment, but it was also a testament to the power of the human spirit. It
showed that even the most oppressive regimes can be overthrown, and
that a new world is possible.

The Russian people are still struggling for their freedom today. The post-
Soviet era has been a time of great challenges, but the Russian people



have never lost their spirit of resistance. They continue to fight for their
rights, and they continue to believe in a better future.

I believe that the Russian people are an inspiration to us all. They have
shown us that it is possible to overcome adversity and to build a better
world. Their story is a reminder that the human spirit is indomitable, and
that the fight for freedom is never over.

Here are some of the stories that I heard from the Russian people
during my time in the Soviet Union:

An old woman who had lived through the Revolution and the Civil War
told me about the hardships she had endured. She had lost her
husband and her children, but she had never lost her faith in the
revolution. She believed that the sacrifices she had made were worth
it, because she knew that her children and grandchildren would live in
a better world.

A young worker told me about his hopes for the future. He wanted to
build a better life for himself and his family, and he believed that
socialism was the only way to achieve that goal. He was willing to work
hard and to sacrifice for his ideals, because he knew that the future of
Russia depended on it.

A soldier told me about his experiences in the Great Patriotic War. He
had fought against the Nazis, and he had seen the horrors of war
firsthand. But he had never lost his faith in the Soviet Union, and he
believed that the country would emerge victorious from the war.

These are just a few of the many stories that I heard from the Russian
people during my time in the Soviet Union. Their stories are a testament to



the indomitable spirit of the Russian people, and they are an inspiration to
us all.

The Russian people are a great people. They are a people of resilience,
courage, and hope. They have overcome centuries of oppression and
hardship, and they have always fought for their freedom. They are an
inspiration to us all, and their story is a reminder that the human spirit is
indomitable.
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