
Mastering the Precision Diamond Bridge
Bidding System: A Comprehensive Unveiling
of its Principles and Strategies
The Precision Diamond Bridge Bidding System, developed by renowned
bridge experts Bob Hamman and Bob Wolff, has revolutionized the way
bridge players bid and play. Unlike traditional bidding systems that rely
heavily on memorization and intuition, the Precision Diamond System is
founded on a set of logical principles that guide players in making accurate
and effective bids.
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This comprehensive guide will provide a detailed examination of the
Precision Diamond Bridge Bidding System, breaking down its principles,
conventions, and strategies. By understanding and implementing these
concepts, you can dramatically improve your bidding accuracy, enhance
your declarer play, and outsmart your opponents at the bridge table.
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Key Principles of the Precision Diamond System

The Precision Diamond System is built upon several key principles that
distinguish it from other bidding systems:

Precision Over Opening Bids: The system emphasizes precision in
opening bids, using specific point ranges and suit requirements to
accurately convey the strength and composition of one's hand.

Quantitative Bidding: Numerical responses to opening bids provide
precise information about the responder's hand strength, suit
distribution, and shape.

Relay Bidding: Intermediate bids (typically 2 or 3 of a suit) serve as
relays that convey additional information about the distribution or
quality of the responder's suits.

Balanced Hands: The system includes specific conventions for
bidding balanced hands, allowing partners to determine quickly and
accurately the combined strength and distribution of their hands.

Advanced Cue Bidding: Cue bids are used to convey more detailed
information about a specific suit, including the presence of high cards
or key shape features.

Conventions and Strategies in the Precision Diamond System

The Precision Diamond System employs a wide range of conventions and
strategies to facilitate clear and efficient communication between partners:

Opening Bids

Balanced Hands: 1NT = 12-14 balanced; 2NT = 15-17 balanced; 3NT =
18-19 balanced.



Unbalanced Hands: 1 of a suit = 13-15 points with at least 5 cards in the
suit; 1NT = 16-19 points with a balanced distribution.

Quantitative Responses

1 of a suit: 0-2 points.

2 of a suit: 3-5 points.

3 of a suit: 6-10 points.

4 of a suit: 11-13 points.

5 of a suit: 14-17 points.

Relay Bids

2 of a suit (Fourth Seat): A relay that shows a 6-card suit.

3 of a suit (Fourth Seat): A relay that shows a 7-card suit.

3 of a suit (Second/Third Seat): A relay that shows a 5-card suit and
support for opener's first suit.

Balanced Hands

2NT (Over 1NT): A balanced hand with 10-11 points.

3NT (Over 1NT): A balanced hand with 12-14 points.

4NT (Over 1NT): A balanced hand with 15-17 points.

Cue Bids



1 of a suit (After an Intermediate Bid): A cue bid that shows a maximum
of two small cards in the suit.

2 of a suit (After an Intermediate Bid): A cue bid that shows a maximum
of one small card in the suit.

Implementing the Precision Diamond System

To effectively use the Precision Diamond Bridge Bidding System, it is
essential to:

Study the Conventions: Thoroughly understand the principles,
conventions, and strategies outlined above.

Practice Bidding: Engage in practice bidding sessions with partners
to develop familiarity with the system.

Analyze Play: After bidding, critically analyze the outcome of play to
identify areas for improvement.

Seek Guidance: Consult with experienced bridge teachers or players
to refine your understanding and technique.

By embracing these implementation strategies, you can harness the power
of the Precision Diamond System and become a more effective bridge
player.

The Precision Diamond Bridge Bidding System is a sophisticated and
powerful tool that empowers bridge players to communicate accurately and
efficiently at the table. By embracing its principles, conventions, and
strategies, you can elevate your bidding accuracy, strengthen your declarer
play, and outplay your opponents. Whether you are a novice bridge



enthusiast or a seasoned player looking to enhance your game, the
Precision Diamond System offers a path to bridge mastery. With dedication
and practice, you can unlock the secrets of this renowned system and
achieve greater success at the bridge table.
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More Zeal Than Discretion: A Closer Look at the
Risks and Benefits of Overenthusiasm
Enthusiasm is often seen as a positive trait. It can motivate us to achieve
great things and make life more enjoyable. However, there is such a
thing as too much...
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