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This book examines the changing structure of farm incomes and wealth in
Britain over a seventy year period from 1911 to 1981. Using both survey
and aggregate data, it considers the changes in the size distribution of
incomes and wealth, the sources of income and the factors that affect their
distribution.

The book finds that the distribution of farm incomes became more unequal
over the period, with the top 10% of farmers receiving an increasing share
of total income. The distribution of farm wealth also became more unequal,
with the top 10% of farmers owning an increasing share of total wealth. The
book also finds that the sources of farm income changed over the period,
with an increasing share of income coming from off-farm sources.
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The book concludes that the changes in the distribution of farm incomes
and wealth were due to a number of factors, including the increasing
importance of off-farm income, the increasing capital intensity of
agriculture, and the changing structure of agricultural production.
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"This book is a valuable contribution to the literature on farm incomes and
wealth. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the changes in the
distribution of farm incomes and wealth in Britain over a seventy year
period. The book is well written and well researched, and it is essential
reading for anyone interested in the economics of agriculture."

Professor John Ashton, University of Exeter

"This book is a timely and important contribution to the debate on the future
of British agriculture. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the changes
in the distribution of farm incomes and wealth, and it identifies the key
factors that are likely to shape the future of the industry. The book is



essential reading for policymakers, academics, and anyone interested in
the future of British agriculture."

Professor Stephen Whitby, University of Leeds

About the Authors

John Ashton is Professor of Agricultural Economics at the University of
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