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Abstract

This article explores the concept of welfare bricolage in superdiverse
neighborhoods in Europe. Welfare bricolage refers to the ways in which
individuals and families navigate complex welfare systems and create their
own strategies to meet their needs. The article draws on qualitative
research conducted in three superdiverse neighborhoods in London, Paris,
and Amsterdam. The findings show that welfare bricolage is a common
practice among migrants and refugees in these neighborhoods. They use a
variety of strategies to access welfare benefits and services, including
informal networks, community organizations, and online resources. The
article argues that welfare bricolage is a creative and resourceful way for
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migrants and refugees to cope with the challenges of living in superdiverse
neighborhoods. However, it also raises concerns about the sustainability of
welfare bricolage and the need for more supportive welfare policies.

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the concept of welfare
bricolage. Welfare bricolage refers to the ways in which individuals and
families navigate complex welfare systems and create their own strategies
to meet their needs (Lister, 2004). This concept has been used to study a
variety of populations, including low-income families, disabled people, and
migrants. However, there has been relatively little research on welfare
bricolage in superdiverse neighborhoods.

Superdiverse neighborhoods are characterized by their high levels of ethnic
and cultural diversity. They are often home to large numbers of migrants
and refugees from a variety of backgrounds. These neighborhoods can be
challenging places to live, as residents often face discrimination, poverty,
and a lack of access to essential services. In this context, welfare bricolage
can be a vital strategy for survival.

This article explores the concept of welfare bricolage in superdiverse
neighborhoods in Europe. The article draws on qualitative research
conducted in three superdiverse neighborhoods in London, Paris, and
Amsterdam. The findings show that welfare bricolage is a common practice
among migrants and refugees in these neighborhoods. They use a variety
of strategies to access welfare benefits and services, including informal
networks, community organizations, and online resources. The article
argues that welfare bricolage is a creative and resourceful way for migrants
and refugees to cope with the challenges of living in superdiverse



neighborhoods. However, it also raises concerns about the sustainability of
welfare bricolage and the need for more supportive welfare policies.

Welfare Bricolage in Superdiverse Neighbourhoods

The concept of welfare bricolage was first developed by the sociologist
Zygmunt Bauman. Bauman argued that in the late modern world,
individuals are increasingly responsible for their own well-being. This is due
to the decline of traditional forms of social solidarity, such as the family, the
community, and the state. As a result, individuals are forced to become
more resourceful and creative in order to meet their needs.

Welfare bricolage is a way of coping with the challenges of living in a
complex and uncertain world. It involves drawing on a variety of resources
to create a unique and personal welfare strategy. This can include
accessing formal welfare benefits and services, as well as informal support
from family, friends, and community organizations.

In superdiverse neighborhoods, welfare bricolage is a common practice
among migrants and refugees. These individuals often face a number of
challenges, including discrimination, poverty, and a lack of access to
essential services. Welfare bricolage allows them to overcome these
challenges and create a sense of stability and belonging in their new
communities.

There are a number of different strategies that migrants and refugees use
to access welfare benefits and services in superdiverse neighborhoods.
These strategies include:



Informal networks: Migrants and refugees often rely on informal
networks to access welfare benefits and services. These networks can
include family members, friends, and community organizations. They
can provide information about available benefits and services, as well
as help with the application process.

Community organizations: Community organizations play an
important role in providing welfare support to migrants and refugees in
superdiverse neighborhoods. These organizations can provide a range
of services, including legal advice, housing assistance, and job
training. They can also help migrants and refugees to access formal
welfare benefits and services.

Online resources: Online resources can be a valuable source of
information for migrants and refugees about welfare benefits and
services. These resources can include government websites, non-
profit organization websites, and social media groups. They can
provide information about eligibility requirements, application
procedures, and available benefits.

The strategies that migrants and refugees use to access welfare benefits
and services in superdiverse neighborhoods vary depending on a number
of factors, including their country of origin, their legal status, and their level
of English proficiency. However, all of these strategies are examples of
welfare bricolage. They represent the creative and resourceful ways that
migrants and refugees are coping with the challenges of living in
superdiverse neighborhoods.

The Sustainability of Welfare Bricolage



While welfare bricolage can be a successful strategy for migrants and
refugees in superdiverse neighborhoods, it is important to consider its
sustainability. Welfare bricolage is often a time-consuming and stressful
process. It can also be difficult to maintain over the long term. This is
especially true for migrants and refugees who are facing multiple
challenges, such as poverty, discrimination, and a lack of access to
essential services.

There are a number of factors that can affect the sustainability of welfare
bricolage. These factors include:

The availability of resources: The availability of resources is a key
factor in the sustainability of welfare bricolage. Migrants and refugees
who have access to a wide range of resources are more likely to be
able to create a successful welfare strategy. This includes access to
formal welfare benefits and services, as well as informal support from
family, friends, and community organizations.

The level of social support: The level of social support is another
important factor in the sustainability of welfare bricolage. Migrants and
refugees who have a strong social support network are more likely to
be able to cope with the challenges of living in a superdiverse
neighborhood. This support can provide them with emotional support,
as well as practical help with accessing welfare benefits and services.

The individual's resilience: The individual's resilience is also a key
factor in the sustainability of welfare bricolage. Migrants and refugees
who are resilient are more likely to be able to cope with the challenges
of living in a superdiverse neighborhood and to create a successful
welfare strategy.



If these factors are not in place, welfare bricolage can become
unsustainable. This can lead to a number of negative consequences for
migrants and refugees, including poverty, homelessness, and social
isolation.

Welfare bricolage is a common practice among migrants and refugees in
superdiverse neighborhoods in Europe. It is a creative and resourceful way
for them to cope with the challenges of living in these neighborhoods.
However, it is important to consider the sustainability of welfare bricolage.
There are a number of factors that can affect the sustainability of welfare
bricolage, including the availability of resources, the level of social support,
and the individual's resilience. If these factors are not in place, welfare
bricolage can become unsustainable and lead to a number of negative
consequences for migrants and refugees.

There are a number of ways to support the sustainability of welfare
bricolage. These include:

Increasing the availability of resources: Governments and non-
profit organizations can increase the availability of resources for
migrants and refugees in superdiverse neighborhoods. This includes
providing access to formal welfare benefits and services, as well as
informal support from family, friends, and community organizations.

Strengthening social support networks: Governments and non-
profit organizations can also strengthen social support networks for
migrants and refugees in superdiverse neighborhoods. This can be
done through a variety of programs and initiatives, such as community
outreach programs, peer support groups, and mentoring programs.



Building resilience: Governments and non-profit organizations can
also build resilience among migrants and refugees in superdiverse
neighborhoods. This can be done through a variety of programs and
initiatives, such as trauma-informed care programs, life skills training
programs, and leadership development programs.
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