
Common Core Dilemma: Who Owns Our
Schools?
Table of Contents:

1. 

2. What is Common Core?

3. Origins of Common Core

4. Arguments for Common Core

5. Arguments against Common Core

6. Who Controls Education?

7. The Future of Education

The Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI) is a set of
educational standards that define what students in kindergarten through
grade 12 should know and be able to do in English language arts and
mathematics. The CCSSI were developed by the National Governors
Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of
Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and were adopted by 45 states and
the District of Columbia.

The CCSSI have been praised by some for setting high standards for
student achievement and for providing a more consistent curriculum across
states. However, they have also been criticized for being too rigorous, for
narrowing the curriculum, and for giving too much control over education to
the federal government.
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The debate over the CCSSI has raised important questions about who
owns our schools and who should control education. This article will
explore the CCSSI, the arguments for and against them, and the future of
education.

What is Common Core?

The CCSSI are a set of educational standards that define what students in
kindergarten through grade 12 should know and be able to do in English
language arts and mathematics. The CCSSI were developed by the NGA
Center and the CCSSO and were adopted by 45 states and the District of
Columbia.

The CCSSI are based on the belief that all students should have access to
a high-quality education that prepares them for success in college and
career. The standards are designed to be rigorous and consistent across
states. They focus on the key skills and knowledge that students need to
be successful in the 21st century.
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The CCSSI are divided into two strands: English language arts and
mathematics. The English language arts standards cover reading, writing,
speaking, and listening. The mathematics standards cover number and
operations, algebra, geometry, and statistics and probability.

The CCSSI are not a curriculum. They do not tell teachers how to teach.
Instead, they provide a framework for what students should learn. Teachers
are free to use their own methods and materials to teach the standards.

Origins of Common Core

The CCSSI were developed in response to concerns about the quality of
education in the United States. In 2009, the NGA Center and the CCSSO
convened a task force to develop a set of common standards for English
language arts and mathematics. The task force was composed of teachers,
administrators, and other experts from across the country.

The task force developed the CCSSI over a period of two years. The
standards were based on research on what students need to know and be
able to do to be successful in college and career. The standards were also
designed to be consistent across states, so that students would have the
same opportunities for success no matter where they lived.

The CCSSI were adopted by 45 states and the District of Columbia in
2010. The standards have been implemented in most states since then.

Arguments for Common Core

There are many arguments in favor of the CCSSI. Proponents of the
standards argue that they:



* Set high standards for student achievement. The CCSSI are based on
research on what students need to know and be able to do to be successful
in college and career. The standards are more rigorous than the standards
that were in place in many states before the CCSSI were adopted. *
Provide a more consistent curriculum across states. The CCSSI are the
same for all states that have adopted them. This means that students will
have the same opportunities for success no matter where they live. *
Improve student achievement. Studies have shown that students in states
that have adopted the CCSSI have made significant gains in student
achievement. The CCSSI have helped to close the achievement gap
between different groups of students. * Prepare students for college and
career. The CCSSI are aligned with the skills and knowledge that students
need to be successful in college and career. The standards focus on critical
thinking, problem solving, and communication.

Arguments against Common Core

There are also a number of arguments against the CCSSI. Opponents of
the standards argue that they:

* Are too rigorous. The CCSSI are more rigorous than the standards that
were in place in many states before the CCSSI were adopted. This has led
to some students struggling to meet the new standards. * Narrow the
curriculum. The CCSSI focus on reading, writing, and mathematics. This
has led to other subjects, such as social studies and science, being given
less attention. * Give too much control over education to the federal
government. The CCSSI were developed by a task force that was
convened by the NGA Center and the CCSSO. These organizations are not
part of the federal government. However, some critics argue that the



federal government had too much influence over the development of the
CCSSI.

Who Controls Education?

The debate over the CCSSI has raised important questions about who
owns our schools and who should control education. Traditionally,
education has been a state and local matter. However, the federal
government has become increasingly involved in education in recent years.

The federal government provides funding for education through a variety of
programs, including Title I, IDEA, and Head Start. The federal government
also sets education policy through laws such as the No Child Left Behind
Act and the Every Student Succeeds Act.

The increasing involvement of the federal government in education has led
to some concerns about the loss of local control. Critics of the federal
government's involvement argue that it has led to a one-size-fits-all
approach to education that does not meet the needs of all students.

Proponents of the federal government's involvement in education argue
that it is necessary to ensure that all students have access to a high-quality
education. They argue that the federal government can provide funding and
support that states and local districts cannot.

The debate over who controls education is likely to continue for many years
to come. It is a complex issue with no easy answers. However, it is an
important issue to consider, as it has implications for the future of education
in the United States.

The Future of Education



The future of education is uncertain. However, there are a number of trends
that are likely to shape the future of education, including:

* The increasing use of technology. Technology is already playing a major
role in education, and its use is likely to continue to grow in the future.
Technology can be used to personalize learning, provide students with
access to a wider range of resources, and connect students with experts
from around the world. * The growing importance of global education. The
world is becoming increasingly interconnected, and education will need to
prepare students for success in a global economy. Students will need to be
able to communicate with people from different cultures, understand
different perspectives, and solve problems that have global implications. *
The need for lifelong learning. The pace of change is accelerating, and
people will need to be able to adapt to new technologies and new ways of
thinking throughout their lives. Education will need to provide people with
the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in a changing world.

The future of education is exciting and full of possibilities. However, it is
also a time of change and uncertainty. It is important to consider the issues
that are likely to shape the future of education and to prepare for the
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.
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